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The Newsletter for Marshall University

January 17, 2017

Marshall to be home of Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano
Competition, Festival
Beginning in 2018, Marshall will be home to the Ellis Marsalis
International Jazz Piano Competition. The new triennial event
was announced by President Jerome Gilbert Jan. 6 at The Jazz
Education Network Conference in New Orleans.
In addition to the international competition every three years,
Marshall’s College of Arts and Media and jazz studies
program will host the Ellis Marsalis Summer Jazz Festival
annually following the Jazz-MU-Tazz Summer Jazz Camp. In
2018, the 20th annual Jazz-MU-Tazz camp and succeeding
festival will be followed by the inaugural Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition.
Marsalis, who in 2011 was named a National Education in the Arts Jazz Master, said the legacy
of jazz music has had many people deserving of namesake recognitions.
“I am honored to have this competition named after me because with it we are able to highlight a
different part of the musical history that is important to jazz, from the music of Harold Battiste
and James Black, to the other musicians who had to play a myriad of forms just to survive daily
as musicians in New Orleans. This is not just about me but them as well. It’s important to all
musicians, far and wide,” Marsalis said.
A longtime jazz fan, Gilbert said he thinks the competition and festival will attract talent and
attention to Marshall.
“By being blessed with this name of Ellis Marsalis, I think it will bring some of the best
performers to Marshall,” Gilbert said. “I saw such excitement from jazz musicians and students
at the JEN conference, and I think that level of excitement will continue in Huntington with this
festival and competition.”
Dr. Martin Saunders, director of jazz studies and professor of trumpet at Marshall, said Marsalis’
work in education and his seal of approval is incomparable.

“Ellis Marsalis has been such a huge icon in jazz music and as the patriarch of the Marsalis
family, but even bigger is his work in jazz education for many, many years,” Saunders said.
“Having an endorsement of his trust for this program is a great honor for me.”
“From their capabilities to assemble performance programs from other National Education in the
Arts Jazz Masters like Tony Bennett, and to dedicate facilities that allow students to truly interact
and be engaged as complete musicians—Marshall is just a good fit,” Marsalis said.
For more information about this announcement, contact Saunders at saunders35@marshall.edu
or at 304-696-4316. To learn more about the jazz studies program at Marshall, visit
marshall.edu/music/jazz-studies.

Marshall to conduct active shooter training for students, faculty
and staff
An hour-long session on
surviving an active shooter event
will take place on the Huntington
campus on three different dates
beginning Monday, Jan. 23. Each
session will be led by Jim Terry,
director of public safety, and
Tracy Smith, director of health
and safety.
Sessions will take place as
follows:

Monday, Jan. 23, noon to 1 p.m. in the Memorial Student Center, room BE-5
Tuesday, Jan. 24, noon to 1 p.m. in the Memorial Student Center, room BE-5
Wednesday, Jan. 25, 4 to p.m. in the Memorial Student Center, room BE-5
Participants are encouraged to bring their lunches or snacks. The Jan. 23 session will be
livestreamed at www.marshall.edu/it/livestream, and kept as an archived stream so that it can be
viewed at a convenient time.

Foundation’s Family Campaign to continue through Jan. 31
On Nov. 29, the
Foundation kicked off
The 2016 Family
Campaign, the annual
faculty and staff giving
drive that allows for MU
employee payroll
deduction or one-time gifts to support areas and initiatives throughout
Marshall University. The campaign will run until Jan. 31.
“The Family Campaign supports a range of important scholarships
and funds that help students pay for tuition, books, travel, projects, and supportive services,” said
President Gilbert. “Additionally, our colleges and departments depend on the funds raised
through the appeal to enhance resources for classroom equipment, research, and conferences that
all enrich the student experience. Won’t you please join me this year in supporting this essential
campaign? Whether you make a one-time gift or opt for payroll deductions throughout the year,
you will help ensure that more students have the chance to see their dreams realized at
Marshall.”
As a special thank you to those with existing payroll deductions, they will receive a limited
edition John Marshall statue bobblehead. In addition, anyone who initiates a new payroll
deduction or makes a one-time gift of $100 or more by 1/31 will also receive a bobblehead when
they arrive in January.
To make your gift, please download the form here.

Marshall to test MU Alert system Jan. 25
A test of the MU Alert emergency messaging system will be conducted at 10
a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 25.
Marshall community members who are subscribed to MU Alert are asked to
be sure that they have received the message that morning. If a message has
not been received by noon, a subscriber should review and update his or her
contact information in the myMU/MU Alert Web interface. If this contact
information was already correct, but a message was still not received, then an e-mail should be
sent to mualert@marshall.edu with details on which contact method (text, e-mail, voice) did not
work as expected.
The most recent test of the system occurred Sept. 7.
The MU Alert system, which is operated by Marshall and delivered through the Blackboard
Connect™ service, allows Marshall students, faculty and staff to provide several methods for the
university to use when making emergency contacts. Most common are text messages, cell phone
calls and e-mail.
Members of the immediate Marshall community (students, faculty and staff) who would like to
subscribe or update their information for this test are asked to visit the myMU page at
www.marshall.edu/MyMU, log in, click on the MU Alert red triangle and complete their
subscription or update by 5 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 24. Those external to the campuses or centers (i.e.
news media, alumni, campus neighbors) should watch other outlets, such as the Marshall
website, Twitter, Facebook, etc., for relevant news releases.

Rec Center hosting dodgeball tournament to knock out cancer;
registrations due today
The Marshall Recreation Center will be holding a dodgeball tournament at 7 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 20, to help a former Marshall University student and Rec Center employee, Johnny Gue,
fight his battle against Hodgkin’s lymphoma.
Campus Recreation is inviting the community to help Johnny knock out cancer. His dedication to
the department while he was a Marshall student has inspired the employees there to help him
raise money to help him in his fight.
Senior Chelsie Cooper, who has been working at the Rec since her first semester at
Marshall, said, “At the end of the day this job isn’t just a job. We Are Marshall. A family that

sticks together no matter the circumstances. One of our own is fighting cancer and we as a family
want to bond together and do all we can to help.”
The registration fee is $5 per player with a maximum of six players per team. Additional
donations will be accepted. All proceeds go to Gue and registration ends Wednesday, Jan. 18.
The number of teams registered will determine if this will be a single- or double-elimination
tournament.
“When I was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma cancer, the first question that ran through my
head was, why me? Then I realized that I wouldn’t be going through this alone. The support has
been pouring in. This tournament was a huge surprise to me and I can’t thank everyone who has
put their time into this. Thank you for all of your thoughts and prayers.”
To register, contact Chelsie Cooper by email at cooper300@marshall.edu, or visit the Marshall
Recreation center website at www.marshallcampusrec.com.

DARCO to announce interdisciplinary design project
competition for Marshall students
Have you ever sprained your ankle, broken a bone in your foot, or had foot surgery? If so,
you’ve probably worn a DARCO-brand post-op or rehabilitative boot, brace, sleeve, or splint.
DARCO International, a Huntington-based manufacturer and world leader in design of post-op
and rehabilitative footwear, will sponsor three interdisciplinary teams of Marshall students
during the Spring 2017 semester in a solution-oriented design competition.

Darrel Darby, President of DARCO International, will make a presentation at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 25, in the Memorial Student Center Room 2W37 to launch the student
application period to apply to be part of this project. Darby’s presentation is a key opportunity
for students to learn about this sponsored project, to hear the story of DARCO, to personally
meeting Darby and to be inspired by his passion for saving lives through the design and
technology of rehabilitative footwear.
Eighteen students, six from the School of Art and Design, six from the College of Health
Professions and six from the College of Information Technology and Engineering, will be
selected through an application process to form three interdisciplinary teams. The teams will be
presented with a problem identified by DARCO International, and over a period not to exceed
nine weeks, the student teams will research and develop solutions.
To be eligible, a student must:
•

Be a major in one of the following units:
• College of Information Technology and Engineering
• College of Health Professions
• School of Art and Design

•
•

Be in good academic standing
Complete an application by Feb. 3, 2017 (Applications will be available on Wed, Jan. 18 at
www.marshall.edu/art/darco/)

Participating students will receive orientation and a stipend; and an additional financial prize will
be awarded to the students on the team with the best solution as determined by DARCO.
Intellectual property remains with DARCO International.
Faculty in the three colleges are strongly encouraged to share this opportunity with their
students.

Award-winning authors to speak at A.E. Stringer Series
The A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers Series 2017 will kick off the new
year with award-winning authors Alison Umminger and Margaret
Mitchell during a featured fiction event at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
26.
The event in the John Deaver Drinko Library will include readings
from each author’s book, a Q-and-A with the authors and a book
signing.

Umminger is a professor of English at the University of West Georgia, where she teaches 20th
century literature and creative writing. She is the author of American Girls, a Young Adult novel
(Flatiron Press, 2016), and is an award-winning short-story writer whose work has appeared in
Prairie Schooner, Crab Orchard Review and Hayden’s Ferry Review, among other literary
magazines.
Mitchell is the author of the novel Pretty Is, released by Henry Holt in 2015, which The New
York Times called “a stunning, multi-layered debut.” It was simultaneously published in the
U.K. by Orion, followed by translations in German, Dutch, French and Romanian. Her short
fiction has appeared in New Ohio Review, American Literary Review, Green Mountains
Review, and elsewhere. Her story, “It Would Be Different If,” is included in The Bedford
Introduction to Literature. She teaches English and creative writing at the University of West
Georgia.
The free event is sponsored by the Department of English, the College of Liberal Arts and the
West Virginia Humanities Council.
For more information, contact Dr. Sarah A. Chavez at 304-696-3341 or at
chavezs@marshall.edu.
———–

Photo: Margaret Mitchell (left) and Alison Umminger will appear at a featured fiction event Jan.
26 as part of the A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers Series.

RCBI to host VEX Robotics tournament Jan. 21 at Marshall
Student-designed robots from across the region will do battle as the VEX Robotics Competition
expands to Huntington Saturday, Jan. 21, in a tournament sponsored by the Robert C. Byrd
Institute (RCBI).
Everyone is invited to join in the excitement as teams demonstrate their robotics skills from 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Don Morris Room of the Marshall University Memorial Student Center.
The event is free to spectators.
Teams from Berkeley, Cabell, Kanawha, Lincoln and Wayne counties in West Virginia and
Lawrence County in Ohio will vie for a chance to advance to the West Virginia VEX State
Championship March 11 in Fairmont.
This year’s VEX Challenge “Starstruck” involves teams competing against each other and the
clock as they manually control their robots and program them to use sensors to perform
autonomous maneuvers. Teams score points on the 12’ x 12’ competition field by placing star-

and cube-shaped objects in their respective zones and by dangling their robots from a hanging
bar.
VEX is the world’s largest robotics competition for middle and high school students. More than
10,000 teams from 32 counties compete in VEX tournaments.
The Huntington event marks an expansion of RCBI’s STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math) focus in West Virginia. RCBI also sponsors FIRST Lego League (FLL) Robotics
events in Huntington and Bridgeport with the support of the NASA West Virginia Space Grant
Consortium and the West Virginia Robotics Alliance.
For more information on this event or any of RCBI’s STEM initiatives, contact Mike Friel by
phone at 304-781-1686 or by e-mail at mfriel@rcbi.org.

‘MUsic Mondays’ resume for spring semester Jan. 23
The Marshall University School of Music will present the first lecture of the spring MUsic
Mondays series Monday, Jan. 23, at 6:30 p.m. at the Cellar Door, 905 3rd Ave., Huntington. The
spring series, titled “Music and Communication,” investigates various ways in which music
communicates from the listener’s and the composer’s viewpoint.
The first lecture, “How Do We Understand Music?” looks at why certain works of music have
more meaning for us than others. Co-presenter Dr. Michael Stroeher, professor of low brass at
Marshall University, said that there are interesting parallels between music and language that
explain why some works resonate with us and why some don’t.
“Some works, such as ‘The Star-Spangled Banner,’ have a ready-made association that gives the
work meaning,” Stroeher said. “We all understand it as a work that displays our patriotism. But
how do works that do not have such an association have meaning for us? That question and its

answer is essential to our investigation of the emotional and intellectual connections that we have
with music.”
The spring series will continue through April with the following lecture topics:
Feb. 20: Music’s Emotional Affect
March 27: Composing Love: Giuseppe Verdi’s La Traviata
April 17: At the Edge of Mortality: Beethoven’s String Quartet in A minor, Op. 132
Seating is limited. Participants are invited to arrive early to enjoy conversation and refreshments.
A $10 donation is requested, payable at the door. Checks should be made payable to Marshall
University. All proceeds will go to support the music program. MU students get in free with a
Marshall ID.
For more information about MUsic Mondays, call the School of Music at 304-696-3117.

Rinehart wins 2016 Levine Prize for Poetry
Rachel Rinehart, a visiting assistant professor at Marshall, has
won the 2016 Philip Levine Prize for Poetry book contest, the
Fresno State Creative Writing Program has announced.
As the contest winner, Rinehart receives $2,000 and publication
of her first book, “The Church in the Plains.”
The Creative Writing program sponsors the national prize,
which honors the late poet and professor emeritus Philip Levine,
a founder of Fresno State’s poetry writing program, a 1995 Pulitzer Prize winner in poetry and
the 2011 poet laureate of the United States.
Peter Everwine, the Levine Prize final judge and award-winning poet and Fresno State professor
emeritus, chose Rinehart’s manuscript as the winner from 815 manuscript submissions.
Everwine wrote of the winning entry:
“ ‘The Church in the Plains’ is anchored in stories of New World immigrants (here, German
Lutherans) from the 1800s to the present, but to read Rachel Rinehart’s collection as a historical
chronicle would be like reading the voyage of Odysseus as a guide to Ithaca. Her poems, often
voiced by women from the perspective of birthing and ‘this tearing of curtained flesh,’ remind us
that the great power of poetry, in the words of a truly gifted storyteller, can transmute events and
lives into the wondrous and terrifying: a harrowing marriage to Siamese twins; a baker of funeral

pies, each appropriate to the deceased; a man who dreams his wife is a buzzard; a vixen prowling
the night woods merges with the Latin name of a constellation overhead. As the book evolves,
the ancestral language and character of the church give way to newer generations, but Rinehart’s
vision is one of both loss and renewal. In an early poem a child is buried at sea; in the last, a
child is the sole survivor of a car wreck. Even then, the undercurrent of darkness and sorrow is
present: ‘Like Christ, we, too, crawl/ into an ever-weltering world,’ while a wind from the plains
rises to a Kyrie — Lord have mercy unto us — as prayer and benediction. Rachel Rinehart has
given us a truly beautiful, earthy and fabulous book.”
Evervine also noted two manuscripts as finalists: “A Desire for Color, for Wings” by Cindy
Stewart-Rinier of Portland, Oregon, and “Lecons des Choses” by Boyer Rickel of Tucson,
Arizona.
Rinehart grew up in Chuckery, Ohio, and she currently lives in Barboursville, West Virginia. Her
poems have appeared or are forthcoming in journals including Prairie Schooner, Massachusetts
Review, Indiana Review, Mid-American Review, Beloit Poetry Journal and Colorado Review.
She is the recipient of a 2014 AWP Intro Journals Project Award in Poetry from the Association
of Writers and Writing Programs.
Rinehart received her Master of Fine Arts degree from McNeese State University in Louisiana,
and she currently teaches English composition and poetry as a visiting assistant professor at
Marshall.
The Philip Levine Prize for Poetry is an annual national book contest open to all poets, except
current or former students or faculty of Fresno State. It is coordinated by Professor Corrinne
Clegg Hales as part of the university’s English 242 graduate course in literary editing and
publishing. Anhinga Press co-sponsors the prize.
More information on the Fresno State Creative Writing Program is available at
www.fresnostate.edu/creativewriting.

Department honors longtime faculty member with named
scholarship
Paul R. Durst, M.D., served the department of pathology at the
Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine
faithfully for nearly 15 years. Upon his retirement, his colleagues,
under the leadership of department chair Linda G. Brown, M.D.,
found it only fitting to create a scholarship in his honor.
The Paul R. Durst, M.D., Scholarship honors Durst, a 1984
graduate from the Marshall School of Medicine, who served as
assistant professor from July 2001 until his retirement in February
2016. The scholarship is for first-year Marshall medical students from Cabell County, West
Vrginia, and is renewable for three additional years pending normal academic progress.
“Dr. Durst was dedicated to the practice of medicine and to his students,” Brown said. “The
students consistently honored Dr. Durst through his many awards for excellence in teaching and
by giving him the highest recognition by asking him to perform their doctoral hooding at
investiture. It is only fitting that the department continue his legacy by endowing this scholarship
in his name.”
Durst was surprised and pleased when he received word of the scholarship made in his honor.
“One of my greatest accomplishments was teaching medical students,” Durst said. “I feel very
humbled and truly honored that my colleagues would establish a scholarship in my name.”
For more information on the scholarships or to make a gift to the Marshall University Joan C.
Edwards School of Medicine, please contact Linda Holmes at 304-691-1711 or go to
https://jcesom.marshall.edu/alumni-giving/.

Faculty Achievement: Dr. Slav Gratchev
Dr. Slav N. Gratchev, associate professor of Spanish, had his article “Don
Quixote in Russia in 18th-19th centuries: The Problem of Perception and
Interpretation” published in the scholarly journal South Atlantic Review.
The article explores the appearance of Don Quixote in Russia in the 18th
century and describes the wide range of interpretations of Cervantes’
literary character. The article then explores the gradual change of
perception of the novel that happened at the beginning of the 19th. To
provide this panoramic overview of the perception and interpretation of
Don Quixote in Russia, the author relies on numerous literary documents

that are available only in the Russian language and that have never been translated into English.

State Ballet Theatre of Russia Brings Enchanting Cinderella
Performance to Keith-Albee
The State Ballet Theatre of Russia will be returning to the
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center stage for the second
time Tuesday, Jan. 24, at 7 p.m. for a performance of
Cinderella, telling us an enchanting story and helping us
realize that wishes and dreams really do come true.
The performance, part of the Marshall Artists Series, will
be set to the music of Sergei Prokofiev, with choreography
by Vladimir Vasiliev. A full-length ballet in two acts, it
tells the story of a timeless fairytale loved by many while
being one of the most magical and hopeful of storybook
ballets.
Choreographer Vasiliev is a former principal dancer with
the Bolshoi Theater Ballet. The State Ballet Theater of
Russia was founded by legendary dancer and former prima
ballerina of the Bolshoi Theater Ballet, Maya Plisetskaya, and is now under the direction of
award-winning dancer and Moiseyev Dance Company soloist, Nikolay Anokhin.
The State Ballet Theatre of Russiahas toured internationally in places such as France, Germany,
Holland and Czechoslovakia, as well as India and throughout Africa. Several students of the
famous Voronezh Choreographic College joined the State Ballet Theatre of Russia upon their
graduation.
Cinderella’s cast comprises 55 of the company’s finest dancers, many of whom are prizewinners
at numerous Russian and international competitions.
Tickets for Cinderella are $88.53/$73.55/$62.85/$52.15. To see this enchanting performance on
the Keith-Albee stage, contact the Marshall Artists Series Box Office by phone at 304-696-6656
or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. You may also visit our box office located in the Joan
C. Edwards Playhouse on the Huntington campus. Box office hours are Monday through Friday,
noon to 5 p.m.
Cinderella is sponsored by Northwestern Mutual, Touma Foundation, Huntington Federal,
Natural Resource Partners, Kendall York Dentistry, KEE 100, WTCR, The Herald Dispatch,
WSAZ, Marshall University and the Marshall Artists Series.

Choral Union rehearsals underway; not too late to join for the
semester
Although Marshall University
Choral Union’s semester of
rehearsals began Monday, new
members are still welcome to join,
according to director Deborah
Bradley. She was formerly a choral
director for Fairland and
Huntington high schools.
Rehearsals are each Monday from
7 to 9 p.m. in Smith Recital Hall.

“The repertoire for this semester will include a variety of choral music masterworks, both sacred
and secular,” Bradley said. “Lincoln Brass, a local brass quintet, will share the concert and
provide accompaniment on some of the choral pieces.”
Singers of all ages and stages are welcome to join the group, Bradley said.
In addition to her tenure as a high school choral director, Bradley has also directed the
Renaissance Choral Group and continues to direct youth groups at First United Methodist
Church in Huntington.
For more information about the choral union, call the School of Music at 304-696-3117 or e-mail
Bradley at money4468@aol.com.

MU’s Beta Alpha Psi recognized as Superior Chapter
Marshall University’s Kappa Phi chapter of Beta Alpha Psi has been recognized internationally
as a Superior Chapter.
Since 2003, Beta Alpha Psi has sought to encourage and give recognition to scholastic and
professional excellence in the business information field, according to Bob Simpson, interim
dean for the Lewis College of Business.

“Recognition as a Superior Chapter is an amazing accomplishment. Under the leadership of our
college’s faculty advisor and accounting faculty member, Amanda Abbott-Thompson, the Kappa
Phi Chapter has far surpassed the baseline requirements of Beta Alpha Psi and has excelled in the
areas of leadership, academics and professionalism,” Simpson said.
Beta Alpha Psi is an international honorary organization for financial information students and
professions. Marshall’s chapter has close to 20 members who are students in the Lewis College
of Business. Abbott-Thompson said she hopes to see these numbers increase in the coming year.
“To achieve Superior Chapter status members must obtain at least 12 hours of professional
development and 12 hours of community service. Additionally, the chapter is also required to
participate in regional and national events,” Abbott-Thompson said.
Abbott-Thompson said as reward for the achievement, Marshall’s Beta Alpha Psi chapter will be
recognized and given a monetary award at the annual national meeting Aug 3-5 in Anaheim,
California.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Jan. 25, 2017. Please send items for
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 23.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/january-18-2017.

